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Defence Helicopter Flying School use Getmapping Imagery for Flight SIM Training 
The Defence Helicopter Flying School (DHFS) is using Getmapping Photographic Scenery developed by Visual Flight for its ground based visual navigation training.  Coupled with Microsoft Flight Simulator, the VFR Photographic Scenery is now allowing students to pre-fly feature-to-feature navigation exercises.  From the 3D real-life aerial photography, students can follow a route using identifiable ground based features such as roads, rivers, plantations and other recognisable structures. 

An independent unit based at RAF Shawbury, DHFS provides basic single engine helicopter training for the three services.  The school has developed its own full scale set-up for use with Microsoft Flight Simulator to enable students to gain extra practice on a replica of the single engine Squirrel helicopters used on the base.  The set-up provides a highly cost effective solution to providing students with initial ‘medium height’ navigation training.  
Since most peace time flying is carried out at ‘medium height’, around 1500ft, the arrival of Getmapping’s VFR Photographic Scenery was greeted with enthusiasm as Andy Digby from RAF Shawbury explains: “Over the last three years we have developed our own low cost flight simulator using full scale flight controls that are faithful to our Squirrel aircraft. Before Getmapping’s photo scenery was available VFR navigation was not really possible on the sim, but now everything has changed. At medium height the scenery works a treat and students have reported being able to follow the route for real because the ground based simulation was so good. Every feature shown on their maps is identifiable.” 
Low level or tactical flying with a typical flying height of 200ft has proved more problematic because of the resolution of the imagery. However the recent availability of highly accurate terrain models from Intermap Technologies whose NEXTMap Britain project covers the whole country opens up new possibilities. “We are excited by the prospects”, said Andy Digby, “We are working with Getmapping, Visual Flight and the University of Southampton, who are beta testers for Microsoft, to develop the scenery further and enhance our ground based flight simulation facilities.” 
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