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Electronic radar mapping adds a new dimension to Golf Course plans
Aerial radar mapping, similar to technology for guiding ground-hugging missiles, is being used by Tonick Watering to produce detailed golf course plans.  The UK’s leading supplier of Golf Course irrigation systems, Tonick Watering is taking advantage of new nationwide aerial photographic and 3D terrain surveys Getmapping and Intermap Technologies.

By combining the digital aerial images and radar-mapped height contour data, Tonick Watering is producing highly detailed plans.  With nationwide coverage, the survey datasets are enabling Tonick to produce plans quickly at a fraction of the cost of traditional GPS based land survey methods.  
Very few golf courses in Britain have adequate drawings or plans.  Cable runs, irrigation pipes paths and roads all need to be mapped to ensure that the courses can be managed in a sustainable way. With many areas on the east of Britain now being classified semi-arid all water abstraction is now under scrutiny and has to be justified to the Environment Agency.  The ability to calculate tee and green areas for environmental impact studies is therefore a great advantage. 

The plans produced by Tonick Watering help in several other areas such as planning applications, environmental impact assessments, promotional material, irrigation planning, design alterations, including greens, tees and winter water storage lakes.  Once the initial plans are created extra detail can be added to ensure every aspect of the course is accurately mapped. 

“Previously, we had to employ a field surveyor equipped with a GPS receiver to map a golf course” said Tony Ware, Managing Director of Tonnick Watering. “Now that there is national coverage of both aerial photography and terrain data we can simply use AutoCad to display the photography and create 1m contours.  With the aerial photography it is possible to see exactly what is on the ground and the contours add the third dimension.  Green Keepers mark up with additional detail, before we produce the finalised plans. The great thing is that we can do this at a fraction of the cost of traditional methods and because the data is available off the shelf, the service turn around meets expectations.” 
This is one of many new applications of aerial survey data now becoming possible due to new levels of   accuracy and national coverage. Getmapping’s up to date aerial photographic survey of Britain has been joined by complimentary 3D terrain datasets from Intermap technologies derived from its ground breaking NEXTMap Britain project. The NEXTMap Britain terrain datasets will be officially launched at a new event, Photoscape 2003 taking place at the Royal Geographical Society on the 9th September.  To attend, register at www.getmapping.com/photoscape.
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