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Getmapping aerial imagery supports revolutionary web based mapping and overlay system for schools 

School pupils in the South West of England are the first to benefit from a new on-line mapping service which will allow them to view the whole region in detail from the air.  Aerial photography covering every part of the South West of England’s countryside can be viewed, together with maps, on internet connected PCs at schools.  

The aerial photography from Getmapping has been supplied to the South West Grid for Learning (SWGFL) as part of a new project designed to deliver revolutionary web based mapping and overlay tools and regional mapping to schools throughout the South West.

The contract to provide a regional mapping and overlay system for the SWGFL was awarded to WebBased Ltd, a Plymouth based company.  Built on WebBased’s brand new Internet GIS system “InfoMapper”, they now provide and manage this system for the SWGFL.

Using ‘InfoMapper’ pupils will be able to view 2-metre resolution aerial photography of the entire South West region along with a wide range of other geo-referenced datasets such as Ordnance Survey (OS) digital mapping. This has been made possible courtesy of the latest server technology and the SWGFL Wide Area Network.

From day one connected schools will have access to OS MasterMap as well as 1:10,000 and 1:50,000 maps, ‘Profile’ contour data and the AddressPoint grid referencing system. “The missing ingredient was aerial photography”, said Project Director for WebBased Adrian Beaven-Smith, “Some of the local authorities had coverage but several had none at all.”  The Getmapping imagery solves this at a stroke since they have complete coverage of the region. Aerial imagery is so useful in enabling pupils to understand how maps and contours work because it provides a real world view of the landscape”.

‘InfoMapper’ uses Internet browser technology to view and manipulate geographic information in a new and interesting way. WebBased have developed several ‘skins’ or interfaces for ‘InfoMapper’ designed to appeal to different age groups and deliver appropriate levels of functionality, teachers can manage both the interface and access to the different datasets. 

Continued over…

With ‘InfoMapper’, maps and aerial imagery can be overlaid, and users can pan and zoom at will with dynamic read outs of Easting and Northing, plus Latitude and Longitude information. A simple slide control allows layer transparency to be controlled so that for example aerial imagery can be viewed with a map underlay. The interface in each case is easy to use and provides instant access to the different datasets specified by teachers.  Other datasets include NASA worldwide satellite imagery, and a specially commissioned Bartholomew’s World Atlas.

With ‘InfoMapper’, pupils in schools will be able to create their own layers using the functionality of the system to add elements such as photographs, sounds and videos plus links to other web sites. These layers, which reside on the central system, can be made available across a school or to the wider network at the discretion of the teacher. 

As well as being used extensively in education aerial photography is gaining in importance and has many applications including highways planning and maintenance, urban planning and development, street furniture and asset management, tree preservation, property and facilities management, parks and sports field management, crime fighting and incident analysis, emergency service provision, control of public events, tourism and many more.
Notes for Editors:

Getmapping plc

Getmapping plc was established in 1998 with the specific aim of producing the first ever complete and continuous seamless aerial photographic image of the United Kingdom - The Millennium Map(.  The aerial photography is available digitally for delivery over the Internet and for incorporation in geographic mapping systems.  The imagery has been applied to many professional and consumer applications, including map updating, environmental analysis, regional planning and even a range of coffee table books. 

WebBased Ltd (http://www.webbased.co.uk)

WebBased are based in Plymouth and specialise in the design and production of Internet, Database, GIS and Imaging Technologies for education and business. WebBased is the chosen provider for the South West Grid for Learning regional Mapping and Overlay Project which will deliver Ordnance Survey and Digital Aerial Photography, combined with Digital Learning Resources, through InfoMapper to some 2500 schools in the South West of England.

Utilising the latest Image Streaming Technology InfoMapper streams Terabyte size imagery over the Internet making the delivery of large images possible without the traditional loss of quality.  InfoMapper also provides a geo-referenced index to digital resources.  Using its vector overlay technology; users can create points, polygons or polylines, in real time, uploading appropriate digital resources that can be shared with other users.

South West Grid for Learning

The South West Grid for Learning (SWGFL) is a Regional Broadband Consortium (RBC) of 16 LEAs working collaboratively within a legal, constitutional agreement. Its members are Bath and North East Somerset, Bournemouth, Bristol, Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Gloucestershire, Isles of Scilly, North Somerset, Plymouth, Poole, Somerset, South Gloucestershire, Swindon, Torbay and Wiltshire. 
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