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NOTE ON PHOTOGRAPH SUPPLIED

The image attached shows the whole of the

Southend town centre area. A more detailed

shot, showing road marking etc, can be

provided as a high resolution jpeg on request, 

call Robert Peel 01666 823306  

Southend’s transport planners get an eagle-eye view of the ground from their computer screens   

Southend on Sea Borough Council has become the first UK local authority to acquire special high-resolution computerised aerial photography from Getmapping.  The aerial imagery, which provides highly detailed 12.5cm resolution showing features like road markings and bollards, is being used to plan improvements in the regions transport. 

Southend commissioned Getmapping to capture 1:5000 scale photography allowing the creation of 12.5cm pixel resolution data suitable for viewing at 1:500 scale.  Supplied in a geo-corrected, map accurate format, the data is used in conjunction with Ordnance Survey Land-Line( data and CAD drawings. Through special compression software called ECW, which condenses the images for use on digital mapping systems, integration with the council's Autodesk Map Guide and AutoCAD Map systems was straightforward.

“We are making excellent use of the aerial imagery for taking forward the Local Transport Plan.  Aerial photographs make life much easier when presenting and consulting on transport plans and schemes because it brings everything to life.  Maps alone don't always work when trying to explain plans as it is difficult to picture what’s happening on the ground" says Paul Mathieson, Section Leader, Transport and Transportation.

Within transportation, the aerial imagery is used in virtually every project, helping consultation and design on the A13 passenger transport corridor and Southend's new bus station, together with traffic management schemes, safer journeys to school, and responses to planning development control on highways matters.

Elsewhere Paul Mathieson has witnessed huge interest in the use of aerial imagery, "If you give people access to aerial photography, you find it is very quickly adopted.  Our emergency planners now find it really useful for incident and special event planning and our legal department find it useful for insurance and risk assessment matters such at determining a schools boundaries and access points”.

Getmapping plc was established in 1998 with the specific aim of producing the first ever complete and continuous seamless aerial photographic image of the United Kingdom - The Millennium Map(.  The aerial photography is available digitally for delivery over the Internet and for incorporation in geographic mapping systems.  The imagery has been applied to many professional and consumer applications, including map updating, environmental analysis, regional planning and even a range of coffee table books.  Getmapping is headquartered in Hartley Wintney, Hampshire. 
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