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Snowdonia protects its natural resources from the air

Snowdonia National Park has purchased aerial photography from Getmapping to help with policy and land management.  The aerial data has been provided at 25cm pixel resolution to show detail such as footpaths, fence lines and points of access.  Displayed on computer screens in conjunction with digital Ordnance Survey maps, the imagery provides a ‘real life’ view, revealing much more about what is on the ground than conventional map.

The Park Authority had first commissioned a flight for aerial photography in 1986 for use in land cover monitoring.  The latest Snowdonia National Park aerial photo coverage was taken in 2001 by Getmapping and now brings the dataset up to date for use in a variety of applications.

Snowdonia National Park is using the Getmapping imagery to help identify a bio-diversity layer that will form part of the Park’s landscape characterisation Geographical Information System (GIS), which will help with policy and land management decisions. The new data will also be used to monitor land use change when compared with the original 1986 photography, such as footpath erosion or the spread of bracken in the National Park.  

There are some useful applications regarding planning such as enforcement.  For example, the photography shows clearly the extents of caravan sites on the west coast of the National Park so over development can be immediately spotted.  Caravan sights have restrictions upon their numbers so the imagery can be used as proof of sighting at a particular time and place. Other applications include the National Park’s Unitary Development Plan, where it is intended to use the aerial photography as a background in the settlement proposal maps rather than the traditional Ordnance Survey map.

Continued over……..
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Snowdonia National Park Authority is covered by a Service Level Agreement (SLA) that gives access to Ordnance Survey digital maps and data. This includes the most detailed Ordnance Survey Landline mapping to which the Getmapping photography is matched.  “Because the Getmapping imagery is map-accurate it provides the perfect complement to local maps and surveys when we’re working on planning issues”, says Liz Jenkins, Snowdonia National Park’s GIS Co-ordinator.

The Park Authority has signed up to Digital National Imagery (DNI), a national scheme set up to provide aerial photography of the UK that will be kept up to date and made available to all users at affordable prices.  By pooling resources, organisations no longer need to commission their own aerial surveys as everyone can take advantage of the national dataset.
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Getmapping plc was established in 1998 with the specific aim of producing the first ever complete and continuous seamless aerial photographic image of the United Kingdom - The Millennium Map(.  The aerial photography is available digitally for delivery over the Internet and for incorporation in geographic mapping systems.  The imagery has been applied to many professional and consumer applications, including map updating, environmental analysis, regional planning and even a range of coffee table books.  Getmapping is headquartered in Hartley Wintney, Hampshire. 
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