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Getmapping and Skyline take aerial photography into a 3-D world  

Getmapping vertical aerial photography of the UK can now be transformed by special three-dimensional modelling software to provide unique interactive real world views and moving 3-D fly-through scenes.

Using advanced software from Skyline, the resulting ‘terrain visualisation’ images are expected to be of particular interest for viewing existing or predicted landscapes and cityscapes.  This development will be of particular appeal to organisations involved in planning new developments and infrastructure and those promoting areas or sites.

Taking Getmapping aerial imagery and combining it with other data such as digital elevation models, will allow individual PC users with Skyline’s TerraExplorer software to freely navigate over high resolution 3D environments. This unique technology is able to render detailed scenes from any angle or point of view and provide new ways of both presenting and visualising current terrain and potential projects.

Skyline’s software provides exiting new opportunities to take advantage of Getmapping’s unparalleled aerial photography coverage of the UK. Getmapping can now combine its aerial imagery and terrain data from a number of different sources to provide planners, civil engineers, tourism planners and military strategists, with TerraExplorer Pro to exploit a unique interactive 3D environment. Terra Explorer Pro is a powerful easy to use tool allowing data annotation and manipulation as a project grows and then providing further enhancement through the addition of text overlays, 2D and 3D objects, hot spots,  and finally through animation.

Additional capabilities include the ability to serve and stream data to facilitate delivery over the Internet or corporate intranet. This has many exciting applications such as tourism where visitors can visit prospective destinations pick up further information and experience animated fly throughs online and get a real feel for attractions prior to their visit.  Here there are obvious parallels with sporting events, and even military applications where interactive online 3D visualisation is delivered to the desktop via the Internet.
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Getmapping plc was established in 1998 with the specific aim of producing the first ever complete and continuous seamless aerial photographic image of the United Kingdom - The Millennium Map(.  The aerial photography is available digitally for delivery over the Internet and for incorporation in geographic mapping systems.  The imagery has been applied to many professional and consumer applications, including map updating, environmental analysis, regional planning and even a range of coffee table books.  Getmapping is headquartered in Hartley Wintney, Hampshire. 
Editorial & advertising enquiries, contact Robert Peel on 01666 823306 (Fax 01666 824668)

Reader Enquiries to Liz Rollins at Getmapping on 01530 518 501 

Skyline Software Systems is a privately held company pursuing the realization of a "Digital Earth" that seeks to map our planet as never before. Founded in 1997, Skyline is re-inventing the term "interactive" as it relates to our planet. Drawing on our experience in software creation and sophisticated graphics systems, we've formed a unique collaboration with Tec-Biz to create an innovative web-based 3D visualization of the Earth.
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