16 December, 2002
Getmapping aerial views provide better assessment of insurance risk   

ISL, suppliers of risk solutions to the insurance industry, is offering insurance risk assessors the facility to view aerial photographs of virtually any property in the UK, directly on their PC screens.  Getmapping, the company behind the first UK-wide aerial survey, is supplying the aerial photography. The aerial imagery is incorporated into ISL’s latest insurance risk assessment software.

The Getmapping imagery, which is supplied in digital format, will be used to view properties in great detail, to help in the assessment process. ISL helps insurance companies improve risk assessment by providing detailed information, to ensure better underwriting. To do this they have built up a database with over 15 million records to classify the 24 million properties within the UK building stock across 1.6 million unit postcodes.

Using ISL software, individual properties can be located precisely on Ordnance Survey digital maps.  Numerous different criteria, including geological, ecological and hydrological information can then be factored in to give an overall assessment to individual streets and properties. 

 “The aerial photography adds that extra dimension”, says a spokesperson for ISL. “In our commercial property package our clients will now be able to see what the property looks like, what sort of roof it has, and what it is built from.  They will get an immediate view of a property’s exact position in relation to adjoining or nearby features that may affect the level of risk. This becomes particularly important when we look at things like risk of flood, subsidence, wind storm and extreme cold whether”.

ISL believe aerial photography will significantly enhance their software offering to insurance companies.  Residential property is fairly homogenous so risk assessment can be carried out on a street-by-street basis, but in commercial areas, different buildings may be scattered over a wide area. Here it will be possible to use the aerial photography to view a site and absolute identification is possible.  Flood plain models for example can then be used to see which buildings are at risk.  
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