16 January 2003

Latest aerial photography shows UK cities in more detail than ever before 

New aerial photography, showing more detail than ever before across many of the UK’s towns and cities, is being made available by Getmapping.  The new super high-resolution images show details such as road markings, house chimneys and garden paths.  The photography is being made available digitally on CD for viewing on computerised mapping systems.

Getmapping has already produced the Millennium Map, a seamless aerial photograph covering every inch of England, Wales and populated Scotland.  This new survey, taken at 10 cm rather than 25 cm resolution, is a result of demand from users of the existing aerial imagery requiring more detail.  Property developers, surveyors, civil engineers and local authorities are amongst those already taking delivery of the new data.

Getmapping has completed flying of Phase 1 of the high-resolution survey of over 30 major towns and cities.  Imagery is already available for large cities such as London, Edinburgh, Liverpool and Bristol, as well as smaller cities including York, Cambridge and Oxford.  Phase 2 of Getmappings’s hi-resolution flying programme will be completed during 2003.  

The high-resolution aerial photography is orthorectified to Ordnance Survey digital mapping. It therefore provides existing mapping system and GIS users with a highly detailed ‘real life’ map to compliment basic digital maps.  The new imagery can also be viewed using Getmapping’s free ImageViewer PC software and InfoMap package, which comes bundled with its own UK-wide street mapping.

Aerial photography has many applications including highways planning and maintenance, urban planning and development, tree preservation, property management, parks and sports field management, crime fighting and tourism.
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