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Police in Wales get a bird’s eye view of incident sites from the desktop 
Dyfed-Powys Police is taking advantage of Getmapping’s aerial photography to improve operations planning and incident analysis.  The imagery allows instant site analysis from the desktop and is saving the time and cost of sending out a helicopter to look at incident areas. 

Dyfed-Powys Police is the largest Police Force in terms of area in England and Wales.  Covering over 11,000 square kilometres, the area extends across Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion, Pembrokeshire, and Powys.  Getmapping has seamless coverage throughout Wales and the aerial photography, provided in digital form, has become an integral part of the IT support systems used by the force.  

Unlike a conventional map, the aerial photography makes it possible to see what is actually on the ground, the standard resolution means that the smallest visible objects will be approximately 25cm across providing enough detail for accident analysis, command and control, event planning such as Royal visits, and in emergencies like firearms incidents.  The imagery is viewed as a layer through standard GIS software and used in conjunction with Ordnance Survey digital maps. 

“Using aerial photography saves us a lot of time.” Said Marc Jones Senior Technical Support Officer in the Force’s IT department. “In the past we often had to send out a helicopter to look at an incident area but now we can do this from the desktop.  We can carry out line of site and cover analysis and even make a print out for the Scene Commander. Eventually we plan to provide remote access to the imagery via laptop computers in the incident vehicles.” 

Getmapping has photographed the whole of England, Wales and much of Scotland as part of the ambitious Millennium Map of the entire UK, the first ever complete and continuous seamless aerial photographic image of the Britain. Complete coverage meant that Dyfed-Powys Police could purchase its whole area of operation.  This was made easier by Getmapping’s Digital National Imagery (DNI) special licensing initiative, which means the imagery can be purchased under an annual licence.  The licence provides access both to new and historic layers as they become available. DNI users also benefit from an annual localised re-fly program, training and membership of the independent DNI User Association. 
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