Bryant Homes takes an aerial view in the assessment of development sites

Getmapping aerial photography is playing a key role in the assessment and presentation of potential sites for Bryant Homes.  The high-resolution aerial imagery is taken from Getmapping’s UK-wide Millennium Map.  Supplied digitally for viewing on-screen, the imagery provides an immediate site assessment from the air, saving initial site visits.

Bryant Homes builds around 6,000 new homes each year in the UK.  Part of Taylor Woodrow Plc, Bryant Homes will purchase a variety of land parcels ranging from pure green field sites to industrial brown field areas for potential development.

Once the legal transaction has been completed ‘Strategic Developments’ will identify the site by its grid coordinates and order a high-resolution digital aerial photograph from Getmapping. The aerial photography data arrives on CD within a week and is viewed through a number of different software packages for initial assessment.

Unlike a conventional map, aerial photography makes it possible to see what is actually on the ground and this enables users to pick out prominent features, which might range from old industrial buildings to tree belts, brooks, ponds and even archaeological features which were previously unknown. 

Jamie Gibbins, Land Director at Taylor Woodrow said: “Using aerial photography saves us a lot of time and means we do not have to employ a landscape consultant to do the initial land assessment. This takes time and is also quite expensive. When it comes to planning applications, we can present the site as it really is and using various software packages, annotate areas and features of special note. Although we will always physically survey a site eventually the aerial photography is invaluable as it can provide us with all the information we need, at the planning stage.”
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Getmapping has photographed the whole of England, Wales and much of Scotland as part of the ambitious Millennium Map of the entire UK, the first ever complete and continuous seamless aerial photographic image of the Britain. Standard resolution means that the smallest visible objects will be approximately 25cm across.  However, in major cities, the photography has been taken at 10cm resolution, providing much greater detail. 
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Bryant Homes is part of Taylor Woodrow plc, the housing and development company. Taylor Woodrow operates out of the UK, North America and selected markets and is listed on the London Stock Exchange. In the year ending 31 December 2001, turnover exceeded £2 billion for the first time whilst operating profits rose by 35 percent on the previous year to £224.2 million. Our vision is to become the leading developer of living and working environments in the UK and other chosen markets.

