06 January 2003

Getmapping ties up British Waterways 

contract for aerial imagery
Getmapping has won a contract to supply British Waterways with aerial imagery of its complete network of canals, and inland waterways. The imagery, supplied digitally for viewing on-screen with electronic maps, will be used to help with the management of this important 200-year old national asset.

British Waterways cares for over 2000 miles of canals, rivers, and docks along with associated buildings, structures and landscapes.  The imagery covers an area 500 metres either side of each waterway to ensure that details of adjoining land are fully covered.

The aerial photography will be viewed along with Ordnance Survey digital mapping by staff at British Waterways through a browser based Geographic Information System (GIS). These images will also be available for more advanced GIS analysis by over 30 staff with access to a more sophisticated desktop GIS tool. 

Much of the canal network has either been rejuvenated or is undergoing restoration. The areas covered by the network extend from the middle of cities and cut across large swathes of rural countryside. The aerial imagery will be used to add value to a wide range of projects and to further identify land use, providing information that the maps cannot.

“This was highlighted in the recent foot and mouth crisis,” said Saul Davies Business Analyst for British Waterways. “We had to understand how and where to control access to the countryside and prevent the public from wandering on to potentially infected areas of farmland. Unfortunately the maps do not really show everything on the ground and in several instances we had to send out helicopters to carry out limited surveys. The aerial photography supplied by Getmapping gives us complete coverage of the network and we can now get a much better idea of localised details from within our GIS.”

ABOUT BRITISH WATERWAYS

British Waterways cares for more than 2000 miles of inland waterways throughout England, Wales and Scotland including over 800 conservation sites, 100 Sites of Special Scientific Interest, and 600 miles of hedgerows. The architectural legacy is also considerable with over 2,800 listed buildings and structures, 130 Ancient Monuments, 4,763 bridges, 397 aqueducts, 1,549 locks, 1,036 lock cottages and dwellings, and 60 tunnels. The 200-year-old network provides valuable habitat to a rich diversity of wildlife. Visited by over 10 million people each year in approximately 160 million visits British Waterways is managed by a team of over 1000 personnel.
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