19 February 2002

Getmapping completes Aerial Photo Survey of Wales

The first complete aerial survey of Wales has been completed by Getmapping as part of their ambitious Millennium Map of the UK.  The high-resolution photography, which is available electronically over the Internet, follows completion of England last year.  The result is a seamless aerial imagery detailed enough to see road markings and even people as dots on the ground.   

Specially equipped aircraft photographed a total area of 20,760 sq km.  To create a seamless digital mosaic, Getmapping has scanned and colour matched the original 230mm square colour negatives, creating digital imagery corrected to fit Ordnance Survey digital maps.  As a result the data can be used as a ‘real life’ map on computerised mapping systems, Internet sites, and as a layer in Geographic Information Systems (GIS) used by a myriad of public and private organisations.

The first to benefit from the aerial imagery will be the Agriculture Department of the National Assembly for Wales. The acquisition of the Welsh data is part of a project by the Agriculture Department to make digital data available for the IACS system, which processes applications by farmers for European aid.  The department uses the database, which records field boundaries throughout Wales, to prepare an annual return to the European Union to monitor the agriculture of land eligible for set-aside and grant aid.

Orders have also been placed by the Snowdonia National Park and by Flintshire. Snowdonia will be using the imagery for its landscape characterisation exercise with the photography being visualised in the bio-diversity layer of the Park’s GIS. The new imagery can be compared to the aerial imagery of the Park taken in 1986 to monitor land use change, such as footpath erosion or growth of rhododendron in Snowdonia. The imagery will also be used in planning and enforcement. In Flintshire, different council departments will be able to view the aerial imagery through their corporate GIS and contract management systems.  

With Getmapping’s Imagexpress Internet services, users can select and preview aerial photography of a location and order online. With ImagexpressTM the image is sent as an e-mail attachment, whilst subscribers to the ImagexpressplusTM service can download high-resolution images on a pay-as-you-view basis. 

Larger users such as National Parks, Local and Central Government can join Getmapping’s Digital National Imagery (DNI) initiative and order the imagery under special licensing agreements.  Renewed annually, the licence provides access both to new and historic layers as they become available. DNI users also benefit from an annual localised re-fly program, training and membership of the independent DNI User Association. 
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