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High resolution aerial maps monitor the changing docklands  

One of the busiest parts of London has been mapped from the air to help monitor new developments, air pollution patterns and traffic bottlenecks.   Tower Hamlets, the London borough covering the area east of Tower Bridge including Canary Wharf, has purchased special high-resolution aerial photography from Getmapping that shows objects at 10cm pixel resolution.

Provided digitally, the data is used in association with the council’s Geographic Information System (GIS) where it is matched to Ordnance Survey (OS) maps.  The aerial imagery can be displayed overlain by street and boundary maps and printed out.  Tower Hamlets are finding the photography useful for a variety of applications.  These include mapping street furniture, resolving of boundary disputes, pollution assessment, and for public consultation presentations.

“Getmapping aerial photography reveals much more information than available even on the most detailed maps as it provides a real life view of the situation on the ground.  Features like road markings and bollards are instantly recognisable.  Because the images are geo-corrected to fit the OS base maps, geographic locations can be accurately determined.” says Bob Arnott, Surveyor in the council’s Customer Service Department.

The aerial imagery has been supplied under license through Getmapping’s Digital National Imagery (DNI) initiative. Renewed annually, the licence provides access both to new and historic layers as they become available. DNI users also benefit from an annual localised re-fly program, training and membership of the independent DNI User Association. 
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