April 2, 2002

Getmapping results show six-fold increase in aerial map sales

· All of England & Wales now photographed and geo-corrected

· Retail sales significantly ahead of budget

· Digitised aerial photography available on the Internet as planned

· Public sector sales adversely impacted by Ordnance Survey action; High Court action against Ordnance Survey to be heard in May

· Overseas expansion in Spain on track

· Cash balance sufficient for the foreseeable future

Getmapping PLC, the UK’s leading provider of digital aerial photography has announced its results for 2001. During 2001 the company completed the flying of both England and Wales and 40% of Scotland and Northern Ireland, establishing the Millennium Map as the most complete and up to date aerial survey of the UK. 

Wider UK coverage and hence greater product availability saw turnover increase to £4,118,000 from £1,466,000 in 2000. Significantly the largest increase in sales came from map related products, from £517,000 in 2000 to £3,345,000 in 2001, a six-fold increase. Sales in commercial, education, and consumer sectors exceeded expectations. Public sector sales were adversely affected it is believed due in large measure to the Ordnance Survey’s announcement that it intended to procure its own imagery layer. 

2001 also saw the launch of Getmapping’s online services with Millennium Map digital imagery becoming available via the Internet. Members of the public can order on-line and have hard copies of aerial photographs, for example of their own postcode area, sent to their homes.  For business users Getmapping introduced imagexpress, which enables customers to view the data, browse and zoom the imagery, place orders and have data delivered by e-mail.  Imagexpress plus allows customers to view the data and then print on a pay-as-you-view basis.

Getmapping has also increased its investment in Getmapping Espana SL a Spanish company established to create and market the first high-resolution seamless digital aerial map of Spain.

Commenting on the results Chairman Joe Studholme said: “The Millennium Map is now established as the most complete and up-to-date aerial survey of the UK and the Group has made significant progress in establishing its commercial potential.  We now have the appropriate products, services and infrastructure to build a successful and profitable company, but our future rate of growth will depend on the outcome of our dispute with Ordnance Survey.”
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