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Nottingham maps industrial past to find contaminated land

Nottingham is using the latest computer mapping technology to build a picture of the city's industrial past and help identify any areas affected by potentially harmful chemical contamination.  With the help of Getmapping, historic Ordnance Survey 'County Series' maps have been digitised for computer matching with modern day digital maps and recent digital aerial photography.

The Pollution Control Division of Nottingham City Council has mapped changes in historic land use with old historical maps from Landmark and their own archived maps held on Microfiche.  Getmapping, who supply the aerial photography, converted and geo-rectified the Microfiche maps, and supplied the data in an electronic format ready for use on the council's ArcView Geographic Information System (GIS).

"We are building a detailed epoch by epoch picture of Nottingham's industrial past as part of our contaminated land assessment work" says James Walker, Contaminated Land Officer. "By layering different maps and comparing with aerial images showing current land use, we are able to identify sites of possible contamination."

The Getmapping aerial photography provides an immediate bird's eye view of sites.  The imagery determines current ground coverage, which is important for assessing risk - developed areas with buildings may be at a greater risk from ground contamination, such as methane gas, for example.

"Aerial photography reveals lots of information about a site that cannot be seen on a map and it saves time by determining current land use without needing to go on site straight away.  Because it is all done on a computer in conjunction with maps and other data, it is part of a very useful one-stop information source that allows us to work much more effectively" says James Walker. 

Nottingham makes Getmapping's aerial photography available to users council-wide as an overlay on their GIS. Many use it as a quick reference to determine a location accurately, such as checking out a property prior to visiting and avoid wasting time on visits that will be 'lost causes'.
Editorial, colour sep.& advertising enquiries, call Robert Peel 01666 823306 (Fax 01666 824668)

Reader Enquiries to Tanya Hodgkinson at Getmapping on 01530 518512 
