April, 2003

Aerial view of England’s Northwest helps to inform regional development

The Northwest Development Agency has recently taken delivery of nearly 15,000 square kilometres of high-resolution aerial imagery from Getmapping.  Covering its whole area of operation, the new 25cm imagery will be used by the Agency’s Regional Intelligence Unit (RIU) in conjunction with digital maps and other key datasets such as the Census to support future policy development. 

“We will be using the new dataset in a number of ways to inform our research and provide information and intelligence to our partners in the region,” said Matthew Waltho, Strategic Intelligence Officer for the Northwest Development Agency. “The imagery will also be used for specific infrastructure projects for example the roll out of the Broadband network in the region. In addition there are other areas such as strategic site development, tourism projects, small area demographic profiling and probably many more. Having complete coverage of the region means we can use the imagery for so many different things,” continued Mr Waltho. 

The NWDA is responsible for the sustainable economic development and regeneration of England’s Northwest an area comprising the counties of Cheshire, Cumbria, Greater Manchester, Lancashire as well as the unitary authorities of Halton, Warrington, Blackburn with Darwen and Blackpool. The total area is 14,466 square kilometres and has 5 key priorities: Business Development, Regeneration, Skills and Employment, Infrastructure and Image. The RIU mission is "to advise, and deliver intelligence identified from customer needs; to inform and progress policy and strategic development for the Northwest region".

The RIU uses Arc View and MapInfo GIS along with census data and OS digital mapping and now Getmapping aerial imagery. The imagery will be put to a variety of uses to support the RIU’s mission including planning, marketing and business development. 
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