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Spy technology to be used to map the entire UK in 3-D 

The entire UK is about to be mapped from the air in 3-D using wide area airborne radar imagery. The revolutionary technology is similar that that used for mapping terrain for systems used by low flying military aircraft and guided missiles. The 3-D data will be combined with the Getmapping’s Millennium Map, the first seamless aerial photograph of the country, to create real-life images of the countryside and towns.   

The 3-D mapping is being undertaken by Intermap Technologies Inc. who has entered into a strategic partnership with Getmapping plc, the UK's leading aerial photography company. This collaboration will result in Intermap's highly accurate digital elevation model of the UK (NEXTMap Britain) being combined with Getmapping's Millennium Map the first seamless aerial photograph of the country.

The combination of these two products will be of particular interest to map makers, civil engineers, utilities, environment agencies, and many others requiring highly accurate real world views of the lie of the land. The accuracy of the data is perfectly suited to many different applications such as flood plain analysis, site assessment, marine and coastal erosion studies and line of site surveys for wireless telecommunications networks. 

NEXTMap Britain is Intermap's full coverage digital mapping of Great Britain, which will provide the first ever homogenous digital elevation model (DEM) of the entire country. Utilising wide area airborne radar imagery, Intermap has already started to collect the data.  The first DEMs will be ready for distribution in April 2002 and the whole of England and Wales by the Autumn.

The Millennium Map is a major breakthrough in aerial photography in which the entire length and breadth of England and Wales has now been recorded as part of the first complete and continuous aerial photo survey of Britain. 

"This partnership with Getmapping ushers Intermap into a new era where we provide nation-wide access to high precision map products," said Brain Bullock, Intermap President and CEO. "The detailed, high-resolution digital elevation models supplied by Intermap will be used by Getmapping for precision rectification (removal of mapping errors) of its aerial photography comprising the Millennium Map.  

"We have reviewed and tried other DEM sources, but Intermap's DEM is the only source to provide the accuracy, the full national coverage and the cost efficiency that suits our product and sales model," said Tristram Cary, Managing Director of Getmapping. "Using Intermap's NEXTMap DEMs to rectify the Millennium Map aerial photography is a natural extension of the work Getmapping has undertaken. The high accuracy map products that will result from this Agreement will provide one of the most advanced and accurate planning and engineering map sets available worldwide."

-end-

Intermap Technologies is the world's leading commercial supplier of digital elevation models. DEMs create highly accurate digital maps of the earth's surface used in a wide range of applications including planning and engineering projects, air and auto navigation systems, and to enrich digital images from satellite and airborne systems. The Company has completed digital elevation work in more than 85 countries. Intermap's principal office is located in Denver, Colorado. Additional offices are located in Calgary and Ottawa, Canada. For further information, please consult: www.intermaptechnologies.com

Getmapping plc was established in 1998 with the specific aim of producing the first ever complete and continuous seamless aerial photographic image of the United Kingdom - The Millennium Map(.  The aerial photography is available digitally for delivery over the Internet and for incorporation in geographic mapping systems.  The imagery has been applied to many professional and consumer applications, including map updating, environmental analysis, regional planning and even a range of coffee table books.  Getmapping is headquartered in Hartley Wintney, Hampshire. 
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