29 July 2002

Getmapping launch free aerial map PC viewer            

Getmapping has introduced free PC software to view the Millennium Map, the high-resolution aerial photography that now covers every inch of England, Wales and much of Scotland. The ‘ImageViewer’ software enables aerial photography to viewed, manipulated, printed, and matched to other digital layers such as Ordnance Survey digital street maps.  It also provides a useful range of geographic analysis features such as distance and area calculations.

ImageViewer will be distributed free to purchasers of Getmapping imagery and will be available as a free download from Getmapping’s website, www.getmapping.com. ImageViewer will be particularly useful to users of Getmapping’s imagexpress™ online ordering service and to anyone without access to a fully-fledged geographic information system (GIS) including schools, architects, surveyors, property developers and many small businesses.

As well as being able to pan across and zoom in ImageViewer makes it possible to navigate large files using National Grid easting and northing references. A guide map feature is also available making it easy to zoom into particular areas by clicking on a small thumbnail representation of the imagery being viewed.

Imagery can be viewed with many different layers making it easy to associate with vector or raster maps, or imported map overlays. Special functionality includes a suite of measuring tools making it easy to measure distances or areas highlighted on-screen. ImageViewer also offers a range of drawing tools, allowing the user to produce personalised maps, which may be exported in DXF or printed via the easy-to-use print functionality, generating professional looking maps and images.

ImageViewer can read JPEG, TIFF and compressed ECW raster files and import vector data from other GIS or CAD programs such as SHP, DXF and MIF files. A full range of export options are supported and the product can link to separate database files including DBF, Access and Excel. 

“Distributed free of charge, ImageViewer offers both professionals and newcomers to aerial photography an indispensable tool with which to make the most of the new imagery made available through Getmapping’s pioneering Millennium Map initiative” said James Eddy of Getmapping.

Getmapping was established in 1998 to produce the first ever complete and continuous seamless aerial photographic image of the UK - The Millennium Map(.  The aerial photography is available digitally for delivery over the Internet and for incorporation in mapping systems.  The imagery has been applied to many professional and consumer applications, including map updating, environmental analysis, regional planning and even a range of coffee table books.  
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