May 1, 2002

Getmapping embark on new high-resolution aerial photography of the UK’s cities

Getmapping has taken to the air again to take highly detailed aerial photography of Britain’s cities. The new high-resolution images, captured at 10cm ground resolution, clearly show road markings, bollards, fences and even garden shrubs.  Getmapping has already produced The Millennium Map, the first ever complete seamless aerial photographic image of the United Kingdom which is produced at 25cm resolution.

The new high-resolution photography will cover all the UK’s major cities from Plymouth to Glasgow and includes the whole of the inner M25 London region and Greater Birmingham.  Such detailed data is already in demand amongst professional users such as Local Authorities, Developers, Retailers and the Emergency Services, and through Getmapping.com, homeowners will be able to order aerial shots of their homes and immediate vicinity.   

Getmapping’s ambitious flying programme will for the first time make high-resolution aerial photography of all of the UK’s major cities publicly available where previously such high quality imagery was specially commissioned. 

Due to be completed during the 2002 flying season users of the new digital aerial photography will benefit from high quality imagery which will make it possible to view details such as street furniture, road markings and exact tree locations, features not visible   using traditional mapping.

The new data will be processed to enable use with Ordnance Survey 1:1250 digital mapping. This will provide existing GIS (Geographical Information System) users with a valuable tool that will enhance many areas of activity.  Aerial photography has many applications including highways planning and maintenance, urban planning and development, street furniture and asset management, tree preservation, property and facilities management, parks and sports field management, crime fighting and incident analysis, emergency service provision, control of public events, tourism and many more.

Continued over….
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The new imagery can also be viewed using Getmapping’s standalone PC viewer software, and will be available to view on line via Getmapping’s imagexpress and imagexpress plus pay per view services. The data will also be available to other web based businesses through imagexpress direct.  

“Having pioneered access to aerial photography for the whole of the UK Getmapping is enhancing its product offering with its new high-resolution imagery of all the UK’s cities. The new flying programme will provide our customers with twice the detail in city areas where there is much more going on.” said Tristram Cary, Getmapping’s Managing Director.

Cities included in the flying programme are:

	Greater Birmingham Area
	London (Within M25) (part flown)

	Bradford
	Luton

	Brighton
	Manchester

	Bristol
	Milton Keynes

	Cambridge (flown)
	Newcastle

	Cardiff
	Northampton

	Cheltenham
	Norwich

	Coventry
	Nottingham

	Exeter
	Plymouth

	Edinburgh
	Portsmouth

	Glasgow
	Reading

	Gloucester
	Sheffield (flown)

	Ipswich
	Southampton

	Leeds
	Swindon

	Leicester
	York (flown)

	Lincoln
	

	Liverpool
	


Getmapping plc was established in 1998 with the specific aim of producing the first ever complete and continuous seamless aerial photographic image of the United Kingdom - The Millennium Map(.  The aerial photography is available digitally for delivery over the Internet and for incorporation in geographic mapping systems.  The imagery has been applied to many professional and consumer applications, including map updating, environmental analysis, regional planning and even a range of coffee table books.  Getmapping is headquartered in Hartley Wintney, Hampshire. 
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