1 July 2002

Aerial map marks land use for first ever EU survey            

Getmapping aerial photography of the UK is set to play a pivotal role in a major European land use survey. Getmapping is supplying aerial images of nationwide survey sites to environmental specialists ADAS, the company surveying the UK and the Republic of Ireland on behalf of the European Commission.


Getmapping's Millennium Map is the first seamless digital aerial survey of the whole of the UK, now completed for England and Wales. The wide availability of data is expected to save ADAS considerable time and money as they have not had to commission costly one-off aerial surveys for any sites in England or Wales.


Throughout all European countries, sample points based on 18 kilometre square grids have been mapped as part of the LUCAS (Land use/cover area frame statistical survey) project, being undertaken for Eurostat, the Statistical Office of the European Communities. The survey will build, for the first time, a complete picture of land use throughout the EU to assist with initiatives such as the Common Agricultural Policy.


ADAS surveyors have to accurately locate 10 survey sites at each sample point and then record land use within a 3 metre radius. With 992 sites to visit in the UK, surveyors are aided with a handheld GPS satellite device and a dossier including an Ordnance Survey map and Getmapping aerial photograph.


For ADAS, the aerial photography serves a dual purpose. It not only helps surveyors locate sites by revealing landmarks not shown on maps, such as trees, but it also allows land use to be determined where access to land is denied or not possible.


"Having recent aerial data for sites countrywide is extremely useful," says ADAS Sector Manager Steve Keyworth. "It gives us an instant and single source of data that has the added benefit of being fit for purpose, with map-accurate digital data that can be loaded directly onto our GIS."

P2/Getmapping Aerial Map Land Use EU Survey 


ADAS is the leading UK rural business consultancy, providing independent advice on a strategic and technical level to organisations ranging from government to private sector companies involved in food, farming and environmental management.  It provides consultancy and business management services to businesses throughout England and Wales, from small rural enterprises to major organisations and corporations.

Getmapping plc was established in 1998 with the specific aim of producing the first ever complete and continuous seamless aerial photographic image of the United Kingdom - The Millennium Map(.  The aerial photography is available digitally for delivery over the Internet and for incorporation in geographic mapping systems.  The imagery has been applied to many professional and consumer applications, including map updating, environmental analysis, regional planning and even a range of coffee table books.  
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