25th September 2001 

NEW MILLENNIUM MAP DEAL FOR CHEST USERS

CHEST, the educational shop window for software, data and other IT related products, has successfully completed an agreement with Wildgoose to provide member institutions with access to the Millennium Map(, the first comprehensive geo-corrected aerial photographic survey of the United Kingdom, at heavily discounted prices.

In the agreement, CHEST members can purchase datasets from the Map at a rate of £1 per sq km, compared to the usual commercial rates of  £22.50 per sq km for a 500 sq km block.    The Universities of Hull and Glamorgan have been the first institutions to take up the offer, purchasing 500 sq km and 843 sq km sections of the Map respectively.

The Millennium Map™ consists of map accurate digital aerial photography at 25 cm resolution (12 cm in some urban areas) that allows it to be used in conjunction with Ordnance Survey Land-Line® data.   Every car, house and tree in Britain is visible. By utilising modern computer and photographic technology, Getmapping has revolutionised the use and cost of high quality aerial photography. The entire length and breadth of England, along with 99% of Wales, 33% of Scotland and 40% of Northern Ireland have already been recorded. 

Data is supplied to CHEST members on CD in JPEG, ECW or MrSID formats. A versatile software package called ER Viewer is supplied with each purchase, enabling users to manipulate and navigate the dataset using a range of pan and zoom facilities and, as the data is rectified to Ordnance Survey Land-Line®, line measurements can be taken using the viewer.

Ends

Note to editors

Wildgoose is the trade name of the education department of Getmapping plc (www.getmapping.com), the company behind production of the Millennium Map. 

For further press information, please contact Lucy Whittaker/Alex Hazell/Andrew Child at ADC Blueprint on 020 7721 7592.
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