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FACT SHEET  - GETMAPPING PLC CORPORATE PROFILE

· Getmapping plc is the UK’s leading supplier of aerial photography to the public and private sectors. Established in November 1998 by Tristram Cary and Joe Studholme, the company was set up to produce and market the first ever complete, seamless aerial photographic image of the UK - The Millennium Map(. 

· The Millennium Map(, a modern day equivalent of Domesday Book, provides quality historic photographs that can be used by individuals to view their homes and gardens or by professional users in conjunction with conventional 1:10,000 scale maps.  By utilising modern computer and photographic technology, Getmapping plc has revolutionised the use and cost of high quality aerial photography.

· Tristram Cary, a former Royal Navy officer, came up with the concept of national pictorial coverage of the UK in the early 1990s.  Before The Millennium Map( was produced, the majority of aerial photography was acquired by different public sector organisations for their own use.  This gave rise to a patchwork of data in a variety of scales, dates and formats.  As it was often owned and stored by the procuring organisations, it was virtually impossible for anyone else to access the data, especially if they required an area that crossed the boundaries of individual datasets.

· Cary’s idea was developed after a chance meeting with Joe Studholme, a publisher who had obtained the facsimile rights to Domesday Book.  At that time Studholme was exploring methods of taking aerial photographs of the 13,000 settlements that had appeared in the original record.  Together, they decided to photograph not only the settlements but the whole of the UK, and so the Millennium Mapping Company (MMC) was founded.

· The company’s mission was to create a digital image of Britain that was up to date, accessible to everyone, and would be sold at affordable prices.  After raising £2m in funding from private investors and the Oxford Technology Venture Capital Trust (OTVCT), the MMC began the mammoth task of photographing the UK.
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· The project began in April 1999, with four modified Rockwell Aerocommander aircraft commissioned to fly the length and breadth of the UK.  With the planes travelling at a steady 180 knots, state of the art equipment photographed the landscape from a height of 1,850m (5,500ft), recording every object below to an accuracy of better than one metre.  All photography exceeds the Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors’ current specifications.

· The Millennium Map( is kept constantly updated with an annual re-flying programme and a new map is regularly produced - every three years for major urban areas and every five for all other regions. 

· The Millennium Map( was launched in November 1999 at the Royal Geographical Society to enormous public and media interest.  This interest coincided with the dot-com boom, so in January 2000 the company was renamed Getmapping.com and in April 2000 was successfully floated on the Alternative Investment Market of the London Stock Exchange. A total of £13m was raised, enabling the company to develop a web-based business, start geo-correcting The Millennium Map( and begin investigating the overseas market.  The dot com suffix was dropped in April 2001 and the company is now called Getmapping plc.
· In October 2000 Getmapping acquired Wildgoose Publications Ltd – bringing the control of film processing, scanning and geo-correction in-house and creating the UK’s largest aerial photography company.

· Geo-correction removes inaccuracies in photographs caused by camera distortion and height differences and will adjust variations in terrain – essential for accurate aerial photography.  Ordnance Survey Land-Line( is used by the company as base data, ensuring that the Millennium Map( is the only map-accurate aerial image of the whole UK.  This enables imagery to be used in conjunction with many other types of maps and other datasets.
· Getmapping launched the Digital National Imagery User Association (DNIUA) in February 2001, exclusively for the use of Local Authorities and Central Government Agencies.  For an annual fee, members receive complete coverage and up to date imagery of the UK, providing them with an invaluable tool for accurate planning and research. 
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· One of the many services that is provided by Getmapping plc is Imagexpress(.  This service enables a customer to enter a postcode or address into the website.  The user then receives an uncorrected 0.5 x 0.5 km sq. of image - delivered as an e-mail attachment within four hours of ordering.  Imagexpress Plus( is due to be launched by Getmapping plc in September 2001 – an on-line service that will deliver small extracts of the data in digital form over the internet to professional users such as estate agents and property developers.  Customers will be able to download high-resolution images in geo-corrected form in real time, saving valuable time and expense.

· Already the data is being used in different ways by a variety of third party organisations that have entered into licensing agreements with Getmapping plc.  For example, HarperCollins recently published the highly acclaimed book London: The Photographic Atlas, providing complete coverage of the whole of greater London.  Their next project is to cover England, publishing aerial photography of the whole country.  A second example is Overview Mapping, whose highly innovative PhotoMap( series combines  Millennium Map( aerial photography with overlaid street names and tourist information.  By the end of 2001 the PhotoMap™ series will run to 48 titles.  Areas covered so far include central London, Windsor & Eton, Cheltenham and York.

· Getmapping is a growing international brand.  The company has established joint ventures to produce and market aerial photography of Spain and Australia.  Getmapping is also licensing imagery of a growing list of countries, including Ireland and Sweden, for sale as digital data or derivative products.

· Getmapping has also acquired the stock and marketing rights for the facsimile edition of William the Conqueror's Domesday Book, which was produced in 1986 to commemorate the 900th anniversary of the original.
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FACT SHEET – KEY PERSONNEL

Joe Studholme (Chairman)

Joe is the co-founder of Getmapping.  Since 1963 he has been chairman and managing director of the Editions Alecto group of companies.  The Alecto group acts as printers and publishers of artists’ original prints and of historical publications including the facsimile edition of the Domesday Book.  He has been chairman of the Wessex Regional Committee of the National Trust since 1996.

Tristram Cary (Managing Director)

Tristram is a chartered engineer and co-founder of Getmapping.  He started his career as a navigating officer in the Royal Navy, where he served for 10 years in frigates, submarines and fast patrol boats.  He then worked in the defence industry in systems engineering, project management and general management roles, specialising in naval command and control systems.  He was the project director of the Type 23 Command System, at a time when it was the Navy’s largest ever software development programme.  In 1994, he joined the newly privatised National Remote Sensing Centre (‘NRSC’), whose mission was to make commercial use of the data from the European Space Agency’s Earth Observations satellites.  Initially, he was the engineering director of the NRSC before becoming its marketing director.  It was in this latter role that he observed that there was a large potential market for aerial photography if it could be owned and marketed by a single commercial organisation.

Joe Ellis (Technical Director)

Joe worked for Marconi Space Systems as a systems engineer after completing his science degree.  He subsequently held systems engineering, project and group management posts with several well known aerospace, imaging and communications companies including Smiths Industries, Racal and the NRSC, before founding his own recruitment consultancy business.

-more-

2/..

Telford Shute (Finance and Commercial Director)

Telford worked for the management consultancy arm of Coopers & Lybrand for five years after qualifying as a chartered accountant.  He subsequently held financial and general management posts with Hill Samuel, the Bowater Corporation, the Guthrie Corporation, Coutinho Caro and Spink & Son, before running his own financial advisory business.
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GETMAPPING – FINANCIAL SUMMARY

· Consolidated profit and loss account for the year ended 31 December 2000.


Continuing Operations

2000

£’000
Acquisition

2000

£’000
Total

2000

£’000

Turnover

Cost of Sales
1,394

(400)
72

(33)
1,466

(433)

Gross Profit

Administrative Expenses
994

(3,256)
39

(71)
1,033

(3,327)

Operating Loss

Interest Receivable

Interest Payable
(2,262)
(32)
(2,294)

284

(6)

Loss on ordinary activities before and after taxation


(2,016)

Loss per share - basic


7.40p

· Consolidated balance sheet at 31 December 2000.

2000
£’000
£’000

Fixed Assets

Intangible Assets

Tangible Assets

Investments

287

3,642

-



3,929

Current Assets

Stocks and work in progress

Debtors

Cash at bank and in hand
167

734

6,297


 
7,198


Creditors: amounts falling due within one year
986


Net Current Assets

6,212

Total Assets less current liabilities

10,141

Creditors: amounts falling due within one year
135


Provision for liabilities and charges
42




177



9,964

Capital and Reserves

Called up share capital

Share premium account

Profit and loss account

87

12,479

(2,602)

Shareholders’ funds - equity

9,964
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FACT SHEET- MAP USES

The Millennium Map( has as many uses as your imagination allows – here are just a few:

Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing

Land cover / use mapping 

Land / Asset management 

Impact visualisation

Transport – Rail / Road / Air / Water

Network planning

Tracking

Land / Asset management

Access & security

Utilities – Water / Gas / Electric / Sanitary

Pipeline routing

Network planning

Land / Asset management

Impact visualisation

Communications

Network planning

Land / Asset management

Access & security

Impact visualisation

Insurance

Land / Asset management

Risk assessment

Loss adjustment

Finance

Land / Asset management

Property: Planning, Development, Sales

Land cover / Use mapping

Site development

Impact visualisation

Advertising
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Leisure & Tourism

Land / Asset management

Event planning

Advertising

Education

Research & Teaching

Local Authority / Central Government

Land cover / use mapping

Network planning

Land / Asset management

Access & security

Impact visualisation

Emergency Services

Tracking

Access & security

Event planning

Emergency management

Environment

Land cover / use mapping

Impact visualisation

Consumer

Millennium Map certificates

PhotoMap

Posters

Atlases
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